
 

 

 Developing Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) Understanding  
Through our Science Curriculum 2021/2022 

Here are some examples of how our broader curriculum promotes the development of SMSC 

through Science … 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPIRITUAL 
• In our school, we demonstrate openness to the fact that some answers cannot be provided by 

science. 

• Through science, we… 

o acknowledge with our children that science and spiritual ideas can / do cause conflict in 
modern society; 

o explain and educate children on why the conflicts arise to enable children to respect the 
views of others; 

o create and demonstrate opportunities for pupils to ask questions about how living things 
rely on and contribute to their environment; 

o encourage children to reflect on the wonder of the natural world; 

o encourage children to show an interest in all living things: from the smallest micro-
organism to the largest mammals and plants; 

o foster a curiosity for materials, forces, space and the beauty of the earth. 

MORAL 
• We encourage an ‘open-minded’ approach to science and encourage children to develop their 

ability to draw conclusions based on evidence rather than personal views. 

• Children are provided with opportunities to consider the environment, and the use of natural 
resources, including the effect on the future of our planet and it’s inhabitants. 

• We consider that not all developments have been good because they have caused harm to the 
environment and to people. 

• Pupils have the chance to consider the wonder of the natural world and the inventions which 
have been made to the world to make it a better place. 

• Staff encourage pupils to speculate about how science can be used for both good and evil. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL 
• Science is a great subject for children to work collaboratively through discussion and practical 

experiments.  This encourages teamwork, co-operation, resilience and self-confidence (e.g. 
when taking on roles / responsibilities during practical activities).   

• We provide opportunities during science lessons to explain how to keep each other safe and 
how they might protect a younger or vulnerable person. 

• Staff facilitate opportunities for children to explore the social dimension of scientific advances, 
for example environmental concerns, medical advances and energy processes. 

CULTURAL 
• Children research and ask questions about the ways in which scientific discoveries from around 

the world have affected our lives. 

• We  

o make explicit links with discoveries in the past, researching and studying different 
scientists and see how their work has shaped our future; 

o provide a broad range of opportunities for children to study different scientists;  

o challenge stereotypes associated with scientists and scientific discoveries; 

o explore the diversity of scientific discoveries that have been made within our own and 
other countries. 

 


