
Inventors and Inventions 

  
 

English 
The Invention of Hugo Cabaret 
Throughout this half term, children are going to read 
the story of Hugo Cabaret! As well as reading the book, 
children will watch snippets of the film. Pupils will 
compare and contrast the images throughout the text 
before developing their skills to then create a variety of 
short pieces of writing. We will immerse ourselves in the 
novel and imagine what life would be like for Hugo 
Cabaret; a boy whose life is full of wonderful secrets! 
With plenty of incredible illustrations, this book is 
suitable for all abilities and I am certain that Willow 
Class will thoroughly enjoy the story and produce some 
fantastic work around this! 
Ask your child to think about who Hugo Cabaret 
is and who has created or invented him. Have a 
discussion about his appearance and think about some of 
the many secrets that he may be hiding! 

Maths 
This half term we will focus on several 
topics in Mathematics. We will begin by 
looking at measurement; ratio and 
proportion, 2D and 3D shape; area, 
perimeter and volume. As ever, we will 
continue to use a variety of problem 
solving techniques to develop our 
understanding even further. 

 
You can 
help your 

child this half term 
by looking at 
fractions and 
recap prior 

learning. Ask them to add and subtract 
fractions with the same denominators eg. 
2/7 + 3/7  = 

Art and Design 
This half term, we will be continuing to research the work of many famous artists. Children will 
choose their own artist based on a chosen skill eg. watercolour, sculpture or pastel and will create a 
piece of work inspired by them. Pupils will then present their research and completed artwork to the 

children in Acorn and Bumble Bee Class.   
Discuss a variety of artists for your child to choose from and support them in discussing why 

they have chosen that skill or artist in preparation for their Arts Award portfolio work. 
Theme 
We will be learning about the ‘Islamic Golden Age’ and 
many of the inventors and inventions during this time. 
We will then focus on how these inventions were used 
and developed over time.  
Ask your children about any other famous 
scientific developments and see if they 
can recall some from last half term eg. Antibiotics 
(Alexander Fleming), the lightbulb (Thomas Edison) 
and Libbie Hyman (vertebrates and invertebrates).  

PSHE 
This half term, we will be learning about what 
affects our health and well-being. We will 
explore how to make balanced lifestyle 
choices and explore what influences our 
choices positively and negatively. 

Discuss with your child what they 
already know about making healthy 

lifestyle choices to look after our mental 
health and well-being. 

Spring 2 
Willow Class 



Science  
In Science, we will be learning all about forces and 
friction.  We will begin by exploring different types 
of forces (water and air resistance, gravity, friction, 
pushing, pulling and magnetic forces), before then 
looking at how mechanisms have a force to create a 
preferred effect. Children will carry out many 
practical investigations to develop their learning and 
understanding of forces this half term. 
 Why not ask your child about the different forces 

listed above and see if they can tell you what 
each one means?    

Design and Technology 
As part of our ‘Inventors and Inventions’ 
theme, children are going to design and make 
a vehicle, using gears that are powered by an 
electrical motor, to carry a small weight up a 
30˚incline. We will look at the different 
forces which may affect our design as part 
of Science.  
Discuss with your child the 
different forces which might 
affect the vehicle from moving during their 
investigations and why. 

PE 
This half term we will be focusing on fielding and striking. Children will learn many skills and will also 
be able to develop their existing skills in different areas; fielding, scoring, teamwork and striking. 
We will focus on these skills before then playing a variety of fielding and striking games 
incorporating the skills we have learned. 

PE Kits 
Your children need to bring a full outdoor PE kit this half term. This should include 
long blue or black sports trousers, a blue or black jumper or school hoody and 
trainers. We will also be continuing to do indoor PE, so please ensure your child has 
their regular PE kit in school; this should include black shorts, a plain white t’shirt 
or polo t’shirt and black PE pumps. 

Homework 
We are doing an amazing job in 
Willow Class of handing homework 
in on time this year! As the eldest 
class in the school, we have set a 
spectacular example for the rest 
of the school and I can only hope 

this continues.  Topic homework will be given out at 
the start of the term and will be collected back in on 
the last week of term. We ask that your child tries all 
of the three pieces and at least one from the 
suggested list at the bottom. We have tried to make 
the homework as fun as possible and allow plenty of 
time for it to be completed  - this enables your child 
to decide when is most suitable to complete each task 
over the half term. 
Maths homework will continue to be sent home on a 
Thursday to be handed in the following Tuesday.  
Spellings will also be sent home on a Thursday and we 
will look at them on the following Thursday. 

Book Bags 
Please ensure that your 
child brings their book 
bags with reading 
records and reading 
books to school every 
day.  
 
Reading Books 
Children will have the opportunity to change 
their reading books any day by putting their 
book and Reading Record in the pink tray at 
the back of Willow Class. Children should do 
this at the start of the day to minimise 
disruption in class.  
Before changing their book, children are 
asked to complete a reading response task in 
their Reading Response Journal. 
Please take the time to read with your child 
and enjoy discussing the book! 

Names in clothes 
Don’t forget to place your child’s name into every 
item of clothing, so that it can be easily returned if 
lost.  
 

Enquiries 
If you have any questions or concerns please 
feel free to speak to me before or after 
school - alternatively you could make an 
appointment.   

	


