
Fire Fire Fire!  
Bumble Bee Class 
Autumn 2 2018 

English 
 
Stories with repetitive patterns – Zog  
Bumble Bee Class will begin our half term reading Zog 
which is a repetitive story by Julia Donaldson.  The 
children will be learning the repetitive pattern, then 
creating their own stories based on Zog the dragon. 
 
Information Texts – The Great Fire of London.  
We will move onto writing information pages using our 
knowledge of the great fire and sharing the 
information with others.  We will use the information 
we have learnt to develop our writing.  
 
Poetry – Poems based on a theme. 
Towards the end of the term we will learn and recite 
poems with a theme and write our own poems. 

 
 Reading letters everywhere you go - street 
signs, notices, posters, menus etc, through 

segmenting the words for reading and blending the 
letters back together. 

Maths 
We will be working hard in maths this term to learn all 
about counting, multiplication and sorting.  We will 
develop our knowledge of statistics and collecting 
data.  Then we will move on to learning about 
fractions, capacity and volume, money and time.   
 
Our rocket challenge will continue throughout the 
term.  Please encourage your child to learn their 2, 5 
and 10 times tables to move up the rockets to the 
stars. 

 
You can help your child practise counting 
objects to 20 and recognising numbers in a 

range of locations such as car number plates, door 
numbers and menus.    
 

 
Design and Technology 
During design and technology, we will look at existing products, practise skills and design and make a mechanical 
book with moving parts.  We will base the books on the historical story of the great fire, using the facts to help 
with the mechanical moving pages. 

 
You could share a range of different pop-up books with your child - you may be able to borrow these 
from the library. 

RE 
In RE we will be learning the Christmas story and finding out all about the traditions of Christmas.   We will 
learn about the Christingle candle and the meaning of Christmas.  We will touch on advent and celebrate this 
with the children.  

 
If you celebrate Christmas, share your Christmas preparations and encourage your child to come into 
school and tell me all about it. 



Computing 
In computing, we will be 
learning all about digital 
research, finding facts and 
understanding fake news.  We 
will be finding information 
and using the information to create information 
pages about the great fire. 

 
Purple Mash has some amazing activities 
linked to the great fire.  Why not give 

one of these a go?  Your child’s log in details are 
stuck on their reading record. 

Science 
In Science we will be looking at 
seasonal changes as we move through 
autumn into winter.  We will be 
looking at harvesting crops, food we 
eat, seeds and growth.   We will look at why the day is 
shorter and how the environment changes to prepare for 
winter. 

 
You could help you child to keep an eye on the 
changing seasons and notice the differences in the 

weather - reading the temperature in the car and watching 
the weather forecast. 

 PE 
This half term will be learning shapes and movement in our indoor PE lesson for gymnastics.  
Outdoor we will develop our kicking skills.   Our PE lessons will take place every week on a Tuesday 
and Thursday afternoons.  Please ensure your child has their kit in school on these days for their 
lessons.  They will be asked to wear a spare kit if they do not have the correct kit. Your child can bring their 
kits in at the start of a term and leave them here until the end of the term when we will send them home. 
Reading Response 

We are working so hard in Bumble Bee Class to encourage children to develop their reading 
comprehension.  As part of this, we ask each child to complete a reading response activity when they 
have finished their reading book, which will develop their understanding of the texts they have been 

reading.  Once the children have completed this, they are welcome to leave them in the green box to be marked. 
Homework 
I am amazed at the standard and 
effort the children in Bumble Bee class 
have put into their weekly and half 
termly homework.  I am really pleased 
with the amazing response to reading work I am receiving on a 
daily basis.  We will continue with the current format for 
homework this half term.   
 
Friday Weekly Homework – your child will receive homework for 
spellings and maths each week.  Please return this to school for 
the following Wednesday.  For returning homework, children 
receive 5 minutes extra playtime each week. 
Responding to Reading Homework – each time your child reads a 
reading book, please encourage them to complete a reading activity 
and hand it in to me to look at.  This is a great way for the children 
to show understanding of the books they’re reading. 
Theme Homework – Half Termly – your child will receive a theme 
homework activity at the start of every half term and they have 
the full half term to complete it.   

 

The Green Box 

 
In class we have a ‘green box’ which 
children know to place any work - 
homework and reading books for me to 
look at.  If your child has read their 
reading book at home and completed their 
reading response task, they are welcome 
to place their book in the box and I will 
encourage them to change their book on a 
regular basis.    
Names in clothes 
Quick reminder… please remember to put 
your child’s name into every item of 
clothing (especially jumpers) and all their 
belongings, so that things can be easily 
returned if they gets lost. 

 
General Note 
We’ve had a super start to the school year.  It’s been a very exciting half term and we have made such 
fantastic progress so far.  I am looking forward to meeting with you and discussing your childs learning at 
parents evening later in the term.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding your child, or any aspect of 
school, please feel free to speak to me before school on the yard or after school at the door or make an 
appointment to call in for a chat. 
 


