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Date 22-11-18 Location Old library 
Start time 15:00 Finish time 16:00 
Present 
 

Staff: Rebecca Proctor  
Parents: Angela and Laura-Jo  

Apologies Parent: Catherine  
Agenda 1. Welcome Parent Council and introduce School Council. Head Boy and Head Girl to 

talk to parents about the work of the School and Class Councils and explain how 
we organise our meetings.  

2. Item from Mrs Wood for discussion - online safety reporting button ‘Whisper’ on 
our school website. 

3. Library consultation - discussion surrounding the use of our library including 
number of books to be borrowed, length of loan, use of library by younger 
siblings, relocation of library to central area. 

4. Parent feedback item - homework in school.  
5. Senior Leadership item - communication between home and school. How well do 

the newsletters, Facebook posts, website posts and texts work?  Could we 
improve home-school communication? 

Minutes and 
matters 
arising 

1. School Councillors welcomed parents and talked to them about their role as 
councillors.  They explained how our meetings run and how Class Councils meet to 
feedback their ideas, thoughts and opinions.  

2. Mrs Wood explained how we plan to use the ‘Whisper’ feature on our school 
website for children to report online safety concerns.  Mrs Wood talked about 
the role the ‘Online Safety Group’ has had in thinking of ways we could implement 
this in school.  Parents thought that the feature had many benefits, especially 
for older children who may have more access to the internet without an adult. 
Concerns were raised regarding the possibility of children using Whisper to 
report concerns to school instead of to a parent.  Mrs Wood discussed how 
school would contact parents and work with the children to resolve the issue or 
concern reported.  

3. Parents were keen to hear about the improvements made for the library and had 
some similar suggestions for activities as those already in our lunchtime 
timetable. It was suggested that a library launch night after school, advertised 
to parents in advance, may encourage more families to visit the library on a 
Wednesday after school.  We discussed the proposed relocation of the library to 
the central area. Parents thought this would be beneficial for class based work 
as it will be easy for children to use the library as part of their lessons.  
Concerns were raised about the levels of comfort regarding the temperature and 
opportunities for privacy when reading in the central area. It was also suggested 
that the addition of tablets or Kindles to the library could encourage older 
children to read more for pleasure, as this is becoming increasingly popular 
amongst children at home.  

4. Parents said that they thought the homework tasks set were mostly appropriate 
and at the right level for their children.  Some concerns were raised regarding 
the amount of weekly homework for younger children and the use of reading 
response activities. Parents said that they felt the reading response activities 
were beneficial to the children’s comprehension and understanding but that 
younger children needed help to do these.  Miss Proctor discussed the 
introduction of a ‘Homework Club’ with Mrs McCormick on a Wednesday after 
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school that would give children the opportunity to complete homework tasks with 
a supportive adult in school at no cost to parents. Parents thought that this would 
be very beneficial. It was raised that more information for parents regarding 
expectations around homework would be useful as some parents were not aware 
of the sanctions in place when homework isn’t completed. This will be added to 
class newsletters.  

5. Parents felt that the newsletter and website are very informative, particularly 
the school calendar which provides easy online access to dates. Parents feel that 
the text system is a very effective way at getting messages instantly. An issue 
was raised regarding the notice that school gives for sporting events and trips.  
Parents suggest that school could provide parents with more notice regarding 
upcoming trips and sports events so that parents could budget and organise their 
time accordingly. 

6. Finally we discussed how we could encourage more parents to join the Parent 
Council. It was suggested that we could post a Facebook link to the minutes and a 
brief outline of what was discussed along with a short explanation of what the 
parent council involves. 

Agenda for 
next meeting 

TBC 
 
 

Date of next 
meeting 

Thursday 21st 
March 2019 
3:15-4:15pm. 

 


