
 Survival!	 

  
 

English 
Biographies 
We are starting off the year by looking 
at biographies. In particular, we will look 
at Bear Grylls’ biography and share some 
extracts from this. This is an ideal 
opportunity for children to write about 
themselves and share their personal 
experiences with their peers. 
 
Novel as  a Theme 
Throughout this unit, children will have 
the opportunity to read, listen to and act 
out scenes from Bear Grylls very own 
book, ‘Gold of the Gods’. This book links 
greatly to our theme of survival and 
adaptation. We will then develop and 
write our very own version of this novel 
with some exciting writing opportunities 
in between!  
 

Maths 
We have a very busy start to the year! Our main focus 
this half term is number and place value, mental and 
written addition, multiplication in the context of time, 2D 
and 3D shape, mental and written subtraction and mental 
and written division. We will then learn new skills to solve 
number problems based on them both. 
 
  	 
 

 
 
 
 
*Please help your child to practise their times tables at 
home. This will really help to support your child’s Maths, 
and move up our special Times Tables Superhero 
Challenge! 
Don’t forget, there are also some questions on our 
Facebook page to support your child’s Mathematics! 
 

Art and Design 
This half term we will begin to work towards the next level of Arts Award – 
Bronze! All children worked extremely hard last year to create some fantastic 
portfolios which are currently being moderated. This year, we are going to 
begin by developing our exploration of different arts and see if we can 
develop this even further this year and create some fantastic pieces of art 
work!  
 

 
RE 
In RE we will be learning all about the faith of Buddhism. We will explore 
different traditions and beliefs of Buddhists, as well as exploring the reasons 
for these traditions.	 
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Geography	 
This half term we will be learning all about the 
world. We will look at different continents 
around the world and the countries within these. 
Pupils will then be given the opportunity to 

research a 
chosen country 
and develop a 
booklet about 
this to present 
to their peers.   

Science  
In Science 
we will begin 
by 
researching 
how humans 
and animals 
have adapted and evolved to live in their 
environment. We will then develop a species of our 
own to suit a given environment. This will be based 
on our choice, in Geography, of a continent from 
around the world.   

PE 
This half term we will be focusing on netball and dance. We will be working outside during one lesson 
to make use of the courts we have and will be indoor on the other lesson. Mr McKenna will continue to 
work with us to improve our skills even further! 

PE Kits 
Your children need to bring a full outdoor PE kit this half term. This should 
include long blue or black sports trousers, a blue or black jumper or school hoody 
and trainers. Please bring PE kits in a small draw string bag so they will go onto 
their pegs. Your child could bring this kit in at the start of a term and leave 
them here until the end of the term when we will send them home.  

We will also be continuing to do indoor PE, so please ensure your child has their regular PE kit in 
school; this should include blue or black shorts, a plain white t’shirt or polo t’shirt and black PE pumps. 
Homework 

We are starting the year in Willow Class 
with high expectations for homework. 
As the eldest class in the school, we are 
going to be setting a super example of 
homework to all other pupils. Two 

children will be chosen to receive a prize for the most 
effort each half term.   
Topic homework will be given out at the start of the 
term and will be collected back in on the last week of 
term. We ask that your child should have tried all of 
the three pieces and at least one from the suggested 
list at the bottom. We have tried to make the 
homework as fun as possible and is obviously given to 
you for the full half term to allow the child to decide 
when is suitable to do this. 
Maths homework will be sent out on a Thursday to be 
handed in the following Tuesday.  
Spellings will also be sent home on a Thursday and we 
will look at them on the following Thursday. 

 
Book Bags 
Please ensure that your 
children are bringing their 
book bags with reading 
records and reading books  
to school every day.  
 
Reading Books 
Children will have the opportunity to change 
their reading books any day by putting their 
book and Reading Record in the green box 
at the back of Willow class. Children should 
do this at the start of the day to cause less 
disruption throughout the day.  
Please take the time to read with your child 
and enjoy discussing the book! 

Names in clothes 
Don’t forget to place your child’s name into every item 
of clothing, so that they can be easily returned if lost.  
 

Enquiries 
If you have any questions or concerns 
please feel free to speak to me before or 
after school, alternatively you could make 
an appointment.   

	


