
	

	

	

The bullet pints in each box detail some of the things we will be teaching your child this half term. They are broken 
down into areas of development from the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework.  This framework provides the basis 
for planning and assessment in the Early Years.   

   Spring Term 1 2017 

‘Winter’ 

In Penguin Class this half term we will be exploring the changes that winter makes to our 
environment.  We will experiment with different ways of melting and changing ice and snow.  In 

literacy the children will explore a variety of texts and will be learning the traditional tale 
‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ from memory using actions to perform to an audience.  We will 

explore a variety of stories and non-fiction texts to find out about winter animals.  

Communication, Language and Literacy 
• To retell the traditional tale ‘Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears’ using actions and storytelling language 
• To retell stories as part of a group 
• To use their key words to write simple sentences 
• To begin to write simple stories 
• To research arctic animals 
• To read and spell words containing phase 3 phonics 

sounds (sh, ch, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, air) 

Mathematical Development 
• To begin to add two groups of objects by counting on 
• To count to 20 forwards and backwards 
• To solve simple subtraction problems in a practical 

context by ‘taking away’ 
• To say the number that is ‘one more’ or ‘one less’ 

than a given number 
• To repeat and create patterns using shapes 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 
• To work as part of a group and begin to co-operate 

with others  
• To talk about my work to others  
• To begin to resolve conflicts with others by finding a 

compromise  

Physical Development 
• To use scissors with increasing control 
• To build with small and large equipment  
• To hold a pencil correctly to form letters of the 

alphabet 
• To jump off climbing equipment safely 

Understanding the World 
•  To explore how our environment changes in winter	
• To carry out simple experiments and talk about the 

results	
• To explore changes to materials 	
• To care for animals during winter 

Expressive Arts and Design 
• To explore colour mixing and select colours to use 

for a purpose 
• To engage in imaginative role play with others   
• To make models and join materials together 
• To select resources and adapt work with help from 

an adult 
How can you help your child at home? 
•  Read and discuss their reading book with them, helping them read tricky words and use their phonics to read 

new words. 
• Practise reading and writing the words on their ‘key word’ homework list with them. 
• Take the time to complete their homework tasks and to prepare for their show and tell week by working 

together and discussing the materials and resources they are using. 
• Encourage your child to be independent and complete self help tasks such as buttoning and zipping coats and 

taking care of their own belongings. 
• P.E. kits, warm coats, hats, gloves and scarves (for outdoor play) and Book Bags should be available 
daily. 


