
There’s No Place 
Like Home.  

Autumn 1 
A huge welcome to ‘Otters’ Class! 

English 
Folk Tales 
Throughout this unit, 
children will have the 
opportunity to read, 
listen to and act out a 
range of folk tales. We 
will be looking at ‘The Tin Forest’ by Helen Ward 
in particular. The children will then use a story 
plan to develop their own folk tale based on a 
specified tale. 
 
Biographies 
In class we will be spending time looking at 
biographies and why people may choose to read 
these. We will be working towards writing a 
biography about a chosen famous person and will 
therefore have many opportunities for research 
using the internet and our own school library. 
 

Maths 
Our main focus this half term is place value, place 
value with decimals, written addition and 
subtraction, 2D shape and time.  
Children will use a variety of equipment and 
strategies in school to support 
their mathematics. If you would 
like advice on how to support 
your child at home, please feel 
free to speak to me before or 
after school.  
   

*Please help your child to practise their times 
tables at home. This will really help to support 
your child’s maths, and move up our special Times 
Tables Superhero Challenge! 

                        Geography 
During Geography we will be investigating our local area using maps, aerial 
photos and satellite images. Children will then do this and explore how all maps 
differ in their scales, keys and detail, for example, how Google Earth varies in 
detail compared to an Ordnance Survey map. We will then learn where in the 
world we are and children will be able to describe a range of physical and 
human features of their locality.  
 

RE 
In RE we will be looking at what is expected of a  person following a religion or  
belief. We will be focusing on Buddhism and will look at important artefacts 
within this religion. 



Computing 
This half term we will 
be learning all about 
movies and multimedia. 
We will explore the use 
of Microsoft 
Moviemaker and uploading short film clips. 
This will be linked to our topic of local 
history. In Computing we will also look at 
online safety and will create a poster for 
‘staying safe online’. 

History  
In History we will be exploring the history of our local 
area and surroundings. We will 
focus particularly on clothing, 
buildings and transport changes. 
Children will then research 
further into one of these and 
make links between periods of 
times to create a chronological 
sequence.  

  
PE 
This half term will be our Gymnastics unit. We will therefore be looking at the basic skills needed for 
creating a routine and will move on to creating this in small groups.   	   

PE Kits 
Your children need to bring a full PE kit that includes black shorts, a white t-
shirt and black pumps. Please bring PE kits in a small draw string bag so they will 
go onto their pegs. Your child could bring their kit in at the start of a term and 
leave them here until the end of the term when we will send them home.  
We will also be continuing to go swimming every Monday. Please ensure your child 

has full swim kit which will be brought in and taken home each Monday. 
If your child needs a new swim cap, these can be purchased at Marl Pitts Leisure Centre for £3.50. 
Homework 

We have high expectations in 
Otters Class for homework 
and it is greatly appreciated 
when all children try their 
best in doing so! We had a 

great response last year, and hope we can do 
even better this year. Two children will be 
chosen to receive a prize for the most effort 
again each half term, so please make sure 
your homework is on time and you have tried 
some from the suggested list. 
 
Topic homework will be given out at the start 
of a new half term and collected in on the 
last week.  
Maths homework will be sent out on a Friday 
to be handed in the following Wednesday.  

Book Bags 
Please ensure that your 
children are bringing their 
book bags with reading 
records and reading books  
to school every day.  
 
Reading Books 
Children will have the opportunity to change their 
reading books any day by putting their book and 
Reading Record in the green box in Otter Class. 
Please take the time to read with your child and 
enjoy discussing the book.  

Names in clothes 
A polite reminder to place your child’s name 
into every item of clothing, so that they can 
be easily returned if lost.  
 

Enquiries 
If you have any questions or concerns 
please feel free to speak to me 
before or after school, alternatively 
you could make an appointment.   

	  


