
Sparks 
Might 
Fly! 

    Autumn 2               Otter Class 
English 
Fantasy Stories 
Throughout this unit, 
children will have the 
opportunity to read, 
listen to and act out a 
range of fantasy tales. 
We will be looking at a 
great fantasy story in particular called ’The 
Firework Maker’s Daughter’ by Phillip Pullman. 
The children will then use a story plan to 
develop their own fantasy story based on our 
class novel. 
 
Films and Playscripts 
In class we will be spending time looking at 
playscripts and how actors or actresses may 
use these to help them get into role. We will 
be working together to write our own 
playscript based on a very popular film! 
 

Maths 
Our main focus this half term is multiplication. We 
will look at doing this mentally, written and also the 
inverse; division. We will then move on to some 
measures and statistics for the final two weeks.   
Children will use a variety of equipment and 
strategies in school to support their mathematics. 
There are some links on the school website which 
may support your child’s maths.  

  	    
*Please help your child to practise their times 
tables at home. This will really help to support your 
child’s maths, and enable them to move up our 
special Times Tables Superhero Challenge! 

 
Design and Technology 
During this half term, children will have the opportunity to create their 
own design brief for making a prototype for a shop window. They will 
work with their peers to then design their own project based on the 
brief. We will use our knowledge of building circuits from science to 
then complete this and use electricity to make it more appealing!  
 



RE 
In RE we will be learning more about Christianity – in particular we will be 
looking at the Nativity and how Christians celebrate Christmas.  We will explore 
different traditions, as well as exploring the reasons for these traditions. 

Computing 
This half term we will be 
continuing to use computing 
across many different subjects. 
We will focus on writing programs to achieve a 
specific goal and inputting commands to do so. 
This will be linked to our topic of electricity, 
as well as our Design and Technology project.  

Science  
In science we will be exploring the use 
of electricity. We will look at how 
reliant our society have become and 
how we can use less electricity. As our 
topic states, ‘Sparks Might Fly’ as we 
will learn how to create circuits; children will 
complete investigations and challenges in doing so!  

PE   This half term will be our basketball unit. We will be working outside each lesson to make use of 
the courts we have. We will learn the basic skills needed for basketball and will hopefully progress to 
play some games!   

PE Kits 
Your child needs to bring a full outdoor PE kit this half term. This should include 
plain black or blue jogging trousers and jumper – a school hoodie can be worn as 
part of our outdoor PE kit. These are available to order from our school office.  
Trainers are also advised. Please bring PE kits in a small draw string bag so they 
will go onto their pegs. Your child could bring this kit in at the start of the term 

and leave it here until the end of the term when we will send them home.  
We will also be continuing to go swimming every Monday. Please ensure your child has full swim kit 
which will be brought in and taken home each Monday.  If your child needs a new swim cap, these can 
be purchased at Marl Pitts Leisure Centre for £3.50. 
Homework 

We have high expectations in Otter 
Class for homework and it is greatly 
appreciated when all children try their 
best in doing so! We had a great 
response last half term, and hope we can 

do even better this term. Two children will be chosen 
to receive a prize for the most effort again each half 
term, so please make sure your child’s homework is 
handed in on time and you have tried some from the 
suggested list. 
Topic homework will be given out at the start of a new 
half term and collected in on the last week.  
Maths homework will be sent out on a Friday to be 
handed in the following Wednesday.  
Spellings will also be sent home on a Wednesday and we 
will look at them on the following Monday. 

Book Bags 
Please ensure that your 
child is bringing their book 
bags with reading record 
and reading book  
to school every day.  
 
Reading Books 
Children will have the opportunity to change 
their reading books any day by putting their 
book and reading record in the green box in 
Otter Class. Children should do this at the 
start of the day to cause less disruption 
throughout the day.  
Please take the time to read with your child 
and enjoy discussing the book! 

Names in clothes 
A polite reminder to place your child’s name into every 
item of clothing, so that they can be easily returned if 
lost.  
 

Enquiries 
If you have any questions or concerns 
please feel free to speak to me before or 
after school, alternatively you could make 
an appointment.   

	  


